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Young Audiences  
of Northeast Texas, Inc. presents: 

 

Kweku Codrington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        

                                     
       

  
 
 
 
 
     

West African Percussion & 
Respect 

 
Grades 3 – 5         Residency 

 

Teacher Expectations 
 

Young Audiences of Northeast Texas thanks teachers for 
helping maximize the learning experience by adhering to the 
following guidelines. 
 

1. Please remain in the performance area with 
your class. The performers cannot present the 
program without the teacher present.  

 
2. Please have each student wear a nametag so that 

the performing artist can call each student by 
his/her name. 

 
3. Please help minimize the need for a student to 

leave the performance by having a restroom break 
before the performance, if necessary. 

 
4. Please assist the artists in maintaining appropriate 

student behavior during the performance.  All 
attendees should be attentive to the artist. 

 
Student Expectations 

 
1. Listening is very important.  Wait for your turn to 

speak and use good listening skills while the artist is 
performing: hands in lap, feet still, and face toward 
the performance. 

 
2. When you appreciate a performance, you show that 

appreciation through applause.  Once the 
performance is over you may applaud, or if you 
appreciate something during a performance you 
may applaud. 

 

About the Artist 
 
Originally from New York City, Kweku is a warm and 
gifted musician, teacher, and instrument maker. Kweku’s 
studies of Ritual music, dance, and song have taken him 
several times to West Africa.  

About the Performance 
 
Kweku takes students on their own African journey as 
they learn to play several traditional African musical 
instruments. These instruments include the aggo bell, 
the shakrae, the djun-djun, and the djembe. During the 
residency, students explore themes of honor and 
respect for others as they learn about the relationship 
between music, family, and the duties of African 
children. 

Performance Needs 
 
1. Please clear a place 12’ deep and 12’ wide for Kweku.    
2. Lights on.   
3. Accessible electric outlet for CD player. 
4. Students seated “Indian Style” on the floor in front of 

performance area. 
5. Set up time:  15 minutes.    Strike:  5 minutes. 

Word List 
 

West African drumming: group drumming is practiced 
throughout West Africa for ceremonies, recreation, 
parties, and religious meetings 
Agogo bell: double cowbells. These make sound by 
being hit with rhythmically with a stick 
Djembe: a powerful “healing drum” that dates back to 
the Mali Empire in the 12th century. It has a great range 
of tones and volume. Carved from woods of a variety of 
types and weights, it is a single-ended goblet shaped 
drum that has a wide head usually made of goatskin and 
strung with rope. 
Djun-djun: 
Shakaree: gourd covered in a network of woven 
basketry to which beads have been attached 
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Pre-performance Activities 
 
 
 

 

                 Social Studies/Geography 
 

Invite your students to look at a world map and find 
Africa, then find Ghana. 

1) Ask them to compare Ghana and East Texas 
in respect to: climate, landforms, and natural 
resources. 

2) Ask them to discuss how these differences 
could impact the music of the people. 

Social Studies TEKS: 3.4A; 4.7B; 5.7A 
 
 
 

     Social Studies/Cultures 
 

Ask your students to read the attached Encarta entry 
on African music. Then listen to African drumming, 
which can be found on the internet at          .  
       1) Invite your students to discuss what the 
drumming means to citizens of Ghana. 
       2) Ask your students to speculate what 
contribution this type of music has made to 
American music. 
Social Studies TEKS 3.14B; 4.20C; 5.23C 
 
 
 

 Science/Environment 
 

Invite your students to read the Encarta selection 
concerning Ghana’s land and resources.  

1) Ask them to discuss what constructive or 
destructive forces helped form the variety of 
landforms in Ghana. 

2) Get them to tell you which of these 
landforms are the most likely to sustain 
farming. 

Science TEKS 3.11A, B; 4.10A; 5.11A 
 
 
       

Thank you for allowing Young Audiences of 
Northeast Texas to share these artists and 
performances with your students.  The children’s 
written thank you notes may be sent to: 

Young Audiences of Northeast Texas 
c/o Dana Sudduth 
200 East Amherst 

Tyler, Texas  75701 
 
 

Post–performance Activities 
 
 
 

      Writing  
 

Invite your students to describe environmental 
issues in Ghana. They could: 

1) discuss how the landforms affect the 
suitability for sustaining crops  

2) look at Ghana’s problems with 
deforestation, overgrazing, and drought 

3) speculate how Ghana could use their 
natural resources of gold  and diamonds 
to heal the environment. 

Language Arts TEKS 3.14A, B; 4.15A, C; 5.15A, 
C 
Then, invite them to write a letter to an imaginary 
pen pal in Ghana, convincing him/her of the 
importance of preserving their environment. 
Language Arts TEKS 3.14C; 4.15B; 5.15B 

 

        

   Art 
 
Ask your students to read the Encarta selection on 
the art of Ghana.  

1) Have them compare that country’s art 
with that being produced in Texas today.  

2) Also, ask them to discuss how Ghana’s 
artwork is influenced by its culture. 

Art TEKS: 3.3B; 4.3B; 5.2 B 
 



 3

Ghana 
http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia 
 
Multimedia 

 
26 items 
Dynamic Map 

 
Map of Ghana 
 
Article Outline 

Introduction; Land and Resources; The People of Ghana; Culture; Economy; Government; History 
 

I 
 
INTRODUCTION 

�* �K�D�Q�D, nation in West Africa, a former British colony known as the Gold Coast until 1957. That year Ghana 
became the first state in sub-Saharan Africa to gain political independence from European colonial rule. Drawing 
on tradition, the new state took its name from that of the medieval empire of Ghana, on the upper Niger River, 
several hundred miles to the northwest of modern Ghana. Following independence, Ghana assumed the 
leadership role in the African continent’s struggle for national liberation.  

The people of this densely populated country belong to more than 100 different ethnic groups, but Ghana has 
largely been spared the ethnic conflict that has torn apart many other African countries. The capital city of Accra 
is the largest city in the country. English is the official language of the country, but most Ghanaians also speak at 
least one African language. 

Ghana has one of the strongest economies in West Africa, yet the country’s economic base continues to be 
agriculture and the people remain poor.��Gold mining, the production of cacao (used to make chocolate), and 
tourism are the main sources of revenue.��Ghana was known as a source of gold hundreds of years ago. European 
explorers who arrived in search of gold in the 1400s and 1500s first named the region the Gold Coast.  

A series of military coups and severe economic problems plagued Ghana from the late 1960s into the 1980s. 
However, Ghana reemerged in the 1990s as a democracy and a leading player in African affairs. In 1997 Kofi 
Annan, a diplomat from Ghana, became secretary-general of the United Nations.  

II LAND AND RESOURCES

Ghana has a total area of 238,500 sq km (92,090 sq mi). The distance from south to north is about 670 km (420 
mi) and from west to east is about 560 km (350 mi). The country is bordered by Côte d'Ivoire to the west, Togo 
to the east, and Burkina Faso to the north. The Gulf of Guinea of the Atlantic Ocean washes Ghana’s southern 
shore.  

Ghana is generally characterized by flat plains and gently rolling hills. Forests cover 28 percent (2000) of the 
country’s area, while 28 percent (2002) of its area is farmed. The country is divided into five distinct geographical 
regions. Coastal plains stretch across the southern portion of the country, featuring low sandy beaches 
interspersed with saltwater lagoons. A forested plateau region consisting of the Ashanti uplands and the Kwahu 
Plateau is located inland, in southwest and south central Ghana. The hilly Akwapim-Togo Ranges run north to 
south along the country’s eastern border. The Volta Basin takes up most of central Ghana. Finally, high plains 
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characterize the northern third of the country. The country’s highest point is Mount Afadjoto, at 885 m (2,904 ft), 
in the Akwapim-Togo Ranges.  

A Rivers and Lakes 

The country’s main river is the Volta, which is formed in the center of the country by the confluence of the Black 
Volta and the White Volta. The Volta enters the Gulf of Guinea at Ada in southeastern Ghana. The Akosombo 
Dam on the Volta formed Lake Volta upon its completion in 1965. The lake covers an area of 8,482 sq km (3,275 
sq mi), making it one of the world’s largest artificial lakes.  

The two major tributaries of the Volta are the Oti and Afram rivers. Together, the Volta and its tributaries drain 
the Volta Basin. Ghana’s other significant river systems are the Densu, Birim, Pra, and Ankobra. All empty into the 
Gulf of Guinea. Ghana’s rivers are navigable only by small crafts, with the exception of the Volta. Located in the 
Ashanti uplands, Lake Bosumtwi is Ghana’s only natural lake. 

B Plant and Animal Life 

Southern Ghana contains evergreen and semideciduous forests, consisting of tall silk cottons, kolas, and valuable 
West African hardwoods such as mahogany, odum, and ebony. The northern two-thirds of the country is covered 
by savanna—tropical grassland with a scattering of shrubs and trees. Ghana’s savanna features shea trees, 
acacias, and baobabs. The oil palm is found throughout the south and the Ashanti uplands, and the lagoons of 
the coast contain mangroves.  

Once plentiful throughout the savanna, large mammals such as elephants and lions are now rare and largely 
confined to nature reserves. Mole National Park in northwest Ghana has become a refuge for many of these 
mammals.��The forest regions are habitats for monkeys, snakes, and antelopes, and some of the major rivers 
contain crocodiles. There are more than 725 bird species in Ghana.  

C Natural Resources

A largely agricultural nation, Ghana’s most important natural resource is the soil. Of the country’s total land area, 
28 percent (2002) is arable or under permanent crops, and 28 percent (2000) is forested. Gold is Ghana’s 
principal mineral resource; bauxite, manganese, and diamonds are also important. The Akosombo Dam on the 
Volta River provides hydroelectricity for Ghana and several neighboring countries.  

 

D
 
Climate 

Ghana’s tropical climate features distinct wet and dry seasons, with regional variations. The north experiences 
one long rainy season from March until November. The dry season begins when the harmattan, a hot, dust-laden 
wind from the Sahara, blows from the north. The harmattan is most intense in December and January. The south 
experiences two rainy seasons: one from April to July, and then—after intermittent rains in August—another from 
September to November.  

In Accra, average daily temperatures range from 23° to 31°C (73° to 87°F) in January and from 23° to 27°C (73° 
to 81°F) in July. Slightly hotter average temperatures are experienced in the north. Rainfall varies widely. The 
northern portion of the country is drier than the south, with the exception of the coastal area around Accra. The 
mean annual rainfall ranges from 750 to 1,000 mm (30 to 40 in) at Accra, from 1,470 to 1,830 mm (60 to 70 in) 
on the Kwahu Plateau, from 1,780 to 2,080 mm (70 to 80 in) on the southwest coast, and from 1,100 to 1,200 
mm (40 to 50 in) in the northern high plains. The country experiences occasional droughts. 
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E 
 

Environmental Issues 

In the late 19th century, hardwood forests covered the southern half of Ghana. Considerable portions of these 
once-extensive forests have been destroyed, and today about 28 percent of the country remains forested. Not all 
of these forests are commercially viable, however.  

Ghana is the third largest producer of cacao in the world. Large tracts of forest have been cleared for cacao 
crops, which thrive in the rich soil of the rain forest. In times of depressed cacao prices, Ghana has significantly 
increased exports of timber to generate needed revenue. 

In 1988 Ghana initiated a conservation plan called the Forest Resource Management Project. In 1989 Ghana 
restricted the export of 18 tree species, and in 1994 the country banned the export of raw logs. About 4.8 
percent (1997) of the country’s land is officially protected, but illegal logging threatens Ghana’s remaining forests. 

Deforestation, overgrazing, and periodic drought have led to desertification and soil erosion. Ghana’s wildlife 
populations, depleted by habitat loss, are further threatened by poaching. 

Ghana has ratified international agreements protecting biodiversity, endangered species, tropical forests, 
wetlands, and the ozone layer. 

���3�2�5�7�,�2�1�6���2�)���$�5�7�,�&�/�(���2�0�,�7�7�(�' ����

B Art and Architecture

Ghana’s visual art forms, including gold jewelry, woodcarvings, and weaving, were associated traditionally with 
the royal courts of different ethnic groups. Although the works of artisans continue to serve their traditional 
functions, they are now also created for the tourist industry. Gold, mined for centuries in Ghana, is worked into 
weighty pieces of jewelry that traditionally only adorned the Akan king and nobility.  

The Ashanti people are known for their carved wooden stools, which customarily served domestic and sacred 
roles. The Golden Stool, the symbol of the Ashanti nation, is the most sacred stool of all. In the second half of the 
20th century, the Ga people developed a tradition of building carved and brightly decorated coffins, shaped like 
animals or objects that celebrate the deceased. Ghanaian weavers produce many different styles of cloth, but the 
most well-known fabric produced in Ghana is Kente cloth. This distinctive style was traditionally made by weavers 
of the Ashanti court, using European silk acquired through trans-Saharan and, later, coastal trade.  

There are two main types of indigenous Ghanaian building styles. Traditional round huts with grass roofing are 
found in the northern regions. In the south, several adjoining buildings surround a communal compound in the 
middle of an enclosure. In recent years, however, single-family structures have become more popular, especially 
in the urban centers.  

C Music and Dance

Traditional forms of ceremonial music, accompanied by dancing, continue to be performed in Ghana. The country 
is well known for its traditional talking drums, which mimic the tonal patterns of spoken language. The most 
popular Ghanaian music is the highly danceable style called highlife. Highlife is performed at dances by bands 
that feature either trumpets and saxophones or several electric guitars and a set of percussion instruments. The 
most famous highlife musician was the late E. T. Mensah, who was often referred to as “King of Highlife.” A 
newer style of popular Ghanaian dance music called hiplife combines the traditional African folklore and rhythms 
of highlife with elements of hip-hop. Musician Reggie Rockstone is often called the father of this genre. 

���3�2�5�7�,�2�1�6���2�)���$�5�7�,�&�/�(���2�0�,�7�7�(�' ����
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C Mining

Ghana is known historically for its gold mines, and the country is one of the world’s top gold producers. Ghana 
mined 69,600 kg (153,440 lb) of gold in 2003. The Ashanti Goldfields Corporation manages the richest deposit at 
Obuasi in the Ashanti uplands. Other mineral exports from Ghana include manganese, diamonds, and bauxite. 

���3�2�5�7�,�2�1�6���2�)���$�5�7�,�&�/�(���2�0�,�7�7�(�' ����

F Energy 

More than 90 percent of Ghanaian households burn wood or charcoal for cooking, but gas and electrical sources 
of energy are also available. Power generated by the Akosombo Dam on the Volta River is the country’s main 
source of electricity. The Akosombo Dam was completed in 1965, and a second hydroelectric dam was later 
constructed downstream, at Kpong. In 2002 Ghana generated 6.9 billion kilowatt-hours of electricity, virtually all 
in hydroelectric plants.  

Until the mid-1990s Ghana was a regular exporter of electricity, but low water levels in the Volta have periodically 
caused power shortages in the country. The country is investigating the use of thermal energy to augment its 
electricity generation. Petroleum is imported to power automobiles and generators. 
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