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Teacher Expectations 
 

Young Audiences of Northeast Texas thanks teachers 
for helping maximize the learning experience by 
adhering to the following guidelines. 
 

1. Please remain in the performance area 
with your class. The performers cannot 
present the program without the teacher 
present.  

 
2. Please have each student wear a nametag so 

that the performing artist can call each 
student by his/her name. 

 
3. Please help minimize the need for a student 

to leave the performance by having a 
restroom break before the performance, if 
necessary. 

 
4. Please assist the artists in maintaining 

appropriate student behavior during the 
performance.  All attendees should be 
attentive to the artist. 

 
Student Expectations 

 
1. Listening is very important.  Wait for your 

turn to speak and use good listening skills 
while the artist is performing: hands in lap, 
feet still, and face toward the performance. 

 
2. When you appreciate a performance, you 

show that appreciation through applause.  
Once the performance is over you may 
applaud, or if you appreciate something 
during a performance, you may applaud. 

 
 

About the Artist 
 
Evelyn James is Programming Associate at Tyler 
Public Library. She is responsible for programs, 
events, and exhibits for all ages at the library. 
 
Ms. James holds an MA in English, speech, and 
theatre, a BA in speech communications, and a BS in 
printing. She has been touring nationally as a 
professional storyteller since 1900. Ms. James also is 
an actress and director, teaches on the staff of Tyler 
Civic Theatre’s Acting Conservatory, and has taught as 
an adjunct instructor in UT Tyler’s theatre program. 
 
Founder of East Texas Storytellers, Ms. James helps 
produce Squatty Pines Storytelling Festival each year. 
She also teaches drama workshops for adults, youth, 
and children in speech, theatre, arts, and storytelling. 
 

About the Program 
 
In this fun and interactive program, Ms. James 
engages students in activities involving addition, 
subtraction, fractions, size, and beginning geometry. 
She shows students image cards which they use to 
count, identify shapes, study size, create their own 
shapes, and design their own stories. 

Workshop Needs 
 

1. Please clear a place 12’ deep and 12’ wide for the 
storyteller.   Lights on.   

2. Set up time:  15 minutes.     
 

 

Word List 
 

Fraction: a number is formed by dividing one 
quantity into another 
3D: having length, width, and height 
Scale: a size ratio that shows the relative size of 
something 
Russian Nesting Dolls: dolls of different sizes 
that next inside each other 
 

Fun with Numbers 
 

Grades K – 2        45 minutes 
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Pre-performance Activities 

 

 
 
Language Arts, Social Studies, Math, Art 
 Discuss Matryoshka Dolls (information 

attached) with your students. 
o Help them understand how ideas 

and art forms can cross cultural 
boundaries.  

�ƒ Tell them how a Russian 
artist saw Japanese nesting 
dolls and adapted them 
using Russian costumes.  

�ƒ Ask them what art forms 
from other cultures have 
been adapted in Texas 
such as piñatas. 

 Invite them to discuss how nesting dolls 
could be used to illustrate a story. 

o They can create their own dolls 
out of paper, cutting different 
sizes of dolls that can fit under 
each other. 

 Ask them what scale could have to do 
with the type of character a doll would 
be. Who would be the tiny doll? Who 
would be the largest doll? 

Language Arts TEKS: 1.1C, 1.2B, 1.3C; 2.1C, 
2.2B, 2.3C; Social Studies TEKS: 1.15A; Math 
TEKS 1.7A, 1.12A; 2.7A, B; 2.13A; Art TEKS 
1.2A, 1.3A; 2.2A, 2.3A 
 

 
 

Post–performance Activities 
 

   Math 
 Invite your students to first draw 

a square. Then, ask them to cut 
the following from the square: 
triangle, rectangle, circle.  

o Ask them to name the 
shapes that they’ve cut 
out and their relation to 
the square (ex: the 
rectangle was the left 
corner of the square). 

o Ask them to combine at 
least two of these shapes 
to create a new shape. 

 

 Language Arts 
 Invite your students to dictate or 

write a story using the following 
characters: a square, a circle, and 
a triangle. Use the shapes’ 
attributes (such as a circle can 
“roll with the punches”) to help 
create the characters and the 
story. 

Language Arts TEKS 1.18 C, D;  
2.14 A, B 
 
 

Thank you for allowing Young Audiences 
of Northeast Texas to share these artists 
and performances with your students.  
The children’s written thank you notes 
may be sent to: 

Young Audiences of Northeast Texas 
200 East Amherst 
Tyler, Texas 75701 

 
 



 
 
   

Matryoshka doll 
A �0 �D�W�U�\�R�V�K�N�D���G�R�O�O (Cyrillic �f �Z�l �j�z�r �d�Z or �f �Z�l �j�_�r �d�Z) is a Russian nesting doll. A set of 
Matryoshka dolls consists of a wooden figure which can be pulled apart to reveal another figure of the 
same sort inside. It has in turn another figure inside, and so on. The number of nested figures is 
usually six or more. The shape is mostly cylindrical, rounded at the top for the head and tapered 
towards the bottom, but little else; the dolls have no hands (except those that are painted). The artistry 
is in the painting of each doll, which can be extremely elaborate. The theme is usually peasant girls in 
traditional dress, but can be almost anything, for instance fairy tales or Soviet leaders.Matryoshka 
dolls are not a traditional Russian handicraft; the first one dates from 1890, and is said to have been 
inspired by souvenir dolls from Japan. However, the concept of nested objects was familiar in Russia, 
having been applied to carved wooden apples and Easter eggs; the first Fabergé egg, in 1885, had a 
nesting of egg, yolk, hen, and crown.  

The story tells that Sergei Maliutin, a painter from a folk crafts workshop in the "Abramtsevo" estate 
of a famous Russian industrialist and patron of arts Savva Mamontov, saw a set Japanese wooden 
dolls representing Shichi-fuku-jin, the Seven Gods of Fortune. The largest doll was that of 
Fukurokuju, a happy bald god with an unusually tall chin. It nested the six remaining deities. Inspired, 
Maliutin drew a sketch of a Russian version of the toy. It was carved by Vasiliy Zvezdochkin in a toy 
workshop in Sergiyev Posad and painted by Sergei Maliutin. It consisted of eight dolls; the outermost 
was a girl in an apron, then the dolls alternated between boy and girl, with the innermost a baby.In 
1900, M.A. Mamontova, the wife of Savva Mamontov, presented the dolls at the World Exhibition in 
Paris and the toy earned a bronze medal. Soon many other places in Russia started making 
matryoshkas of various styles.  

A common variety of matryoshka doll featured the leaders of the Soviet Union, starting with the 
largest, Mikhail Gorbachev, then Leonid Brezhnev (Yuri Andropov and Konstantin Chernenko almost 
never appear due to the short length of their respective terms), then Nikita Khrushchev, Josef Stalin 
and finally the smallest, Vladimir Lenin.  

There are several areas with notable Matryoshka styles; Sergiyev Posad, Semionovo (currently town 
of Semyonov), Polkholvsky Maidan, and Kirov.  

 

Source: �: �L�N�L�S�H�G�L�D�����W�K�H���I�U�H�H���H�Q�F�\�F�O�R�S�H�G�L�D���‹ �����������������������: �L�N�L�S�H�G�L�D���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V (Disclaimer) 
This article is licensed under the GNU Free Documentation License. 
View this article at Wikipedia.org - Edit this article at Wikipedia.org - Donate to the Wikimedia 
Foundation 
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